discourse in the theatre, intense excitement was caused, and eager crowds filled the benches ; after a speech which repels the modern mind by its turgid flattery and strained employment of an outworn mythology, he would be escorted to his home in triumph.
Thus the training in rhetoric demanded especial care ; and as Augustine was destined for the bar, there was additional reason for discretion. He was sent for the purpose to Madaura, about twenty miles to the south of Thagaste, one of the most important centres of Roman influence and culture in the province of Numidia, and the birthplace of Apuleius in the second century.
The removal from the influence of his mother must have been of some importance in the development of Augustine's mind. Thagaste was a comparatively Christian town, and would offer little resistance to the religious training which
